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WORLD CYANOTYPE DAY

Welcome! We're glad you're here!
“"Cyanotype"” is a photographic process, discovered in 1842, involving two
chemicals (ammonium iron(lll citrate + potassium ferricyanide) and UV light
resulting in a beautiful Prussian Blue image.

Simple, beautiful & fascinating.

Google Doodle Honours Anna Atkins, First
Woman Photographer And Botanist

Google has created a special Google Doodle commemorating the
2I16th birth anniversary of Anna Atkins

®

[2] Updated: March 16, 2015 3:28 PM IST PrOf' Larry J' SChaqf'

. & By Editorial &3 Daguerreotype portrait by Mike
000Q= Robinson, Toronto, 2015

©The Talbot Catalogue Raisonné
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The botanical female eye

John Dillwyn Llewelyn (1810-1882)

George Adolphus Storey (1834-1919)
Contemplation Thereza

1859, oil on canvas, 31.9x 41.9 cm 1853-56, salted paper print, 23.2x19 cm Unknown photographer
©Sheffield Museums ©Metropolitan Museum of Art Mrs Atkins

early 1860s, aloumen print, 8.4x5.7cm
©Nurstead Court Archives




Great predecessors

ELIZABETH BLACKWELL
(1707-1758, British)

HILDEGARDE OF BINGEN ANNA MARIA SYBILLA MERIAN -
(1098-1179, German) (1647-1717, German) JEANNE BARRET

(1740-1807, French)




Invisible
botanical sisters

(1)

JOSEPHINE DE BEAUHARNAIS GEORGE SAND
(1763-1814, French) (1804-1876, French)

TRAITE

DE JARDINAGE

EN PLEINE TERRE,

EN ORANGERIE, ET SEI

AGLAE ADANSON

(1775-1852, French) ] CHRISTINA ROSSETTI
CLEMENCE LORTET (1772-1835, French) (1830-1894, English)




Invisible botanical sisters (2)

BEATRIX POTTER
(1866-1943, English)

EMILY DICKINSON .
(1830-1886, American) AGNES ARBER (1879-1960, English)

MAY MORRIS (1862-1938, English)
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British Algae, from Harvey to Atkins

MANUAL

THE BRITISH ALGA:

coXTAINING
GENERIC AND SPECIFIO DESCRIPTIONS OF ALL THE KNOWN BRITISN SPECIES OF

SEAWEEDS, AXD OF CONFEETE, BOTH MARINE AND VRESH-WATER.
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LONDON:
JOHN VAN VOORST, PATERNOSTER. ROW.
MDCCCXLL




THE VICTORIAN ERA
BETWEEN FAITH AND
SCIENCE

"Whence, in fine, looking fo the whole
kingdom of organic nature, we find that our
full receiving of its beauty depends first on the
sensibility and then on the accuracy and
touchstone faithfulness of the heart in its
moral judgments (...)"

JOHN RUSKIN, Modern Painters, vol.ll, “Of Vital
Beauty”, Merrill & Baker(1846) ¢.1870, p.100

John Everett Millais (1829-1896) Portrait of
John Ruskin, ¢.1853-54, oil on canvas,
78.7x68 cm ©Oxford, Ashmolean Museum



A RELIGIOUS ERA

"(...) Above all things, my child, strive fo be
good; pray to God Almighty night and
morning, begin and end every day of your life
with your prayers to your Creator, not merely
repeating the words through form, but offering
up to Him, indeed, the fribute of a thankful
heart. Thus you may be sure of securing His
blessing (endeavouring also always to do what
is right) without which no situation in life is
;c/von;h f))aving—wifh which nothing is left fo wish
or. (...)"

Anna Atkins, Memoir of J.G. Children, 1853, p.75-76

Extract from a letter from J.G. Children to his
daughter Anna, then aged 9 (1808)

MEMOIR

J. 6. CHILDREN, ESQ

M.RLL, Erc.

SOME UNPUBLISHED POETRY



MYSTICISM AND BOTANY

« We can distinguish and
analyse up to a certain
point : there we are
sfopped by that invisible
and intangible, buft
impassable veil, in which
the Creafor hides his
operations. »

William Henry Harvey, Manual of the
British Algae, 1841, infroduction, VI.

Charles Aliston Collins (1828-1873)
Convent Thoughts, 1850-51, oil on
canvas, 84x59 cm ©0Oxford,
Ashmolean Museum




Benjamin
Rawlinson
Faulkner, John
George
Children, 1826,
oil on canvas,
76.2x63.5cm,
©London,

National
Portrait Gallery
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CHILDREN

1777-1852
SCIENTIST

ANNA ATKINS i
5 HIS DAUGHTER PSS
1799 -1871

BOTANIST &
PHOTOGRAPHER
LIVED HERE

Unknown artist, Anna

Children, ca 1820,

pencil, 17.4x14.2 cm

©Nurstead Court

Archives A close relationship between
Blue plaque in Tonbridge & father and daughter

dedication of British Algae
from Anna « to my dearest
Father this attempt is

affectionately inscribed »



Anna Children, Tridacna gigas, Nature.
Reduced to '2 the original size, 1823 or
earlier, graphite and watercolor,
14.7x19.7cm. No.76 from an album of
256 original drawings by Anna Children
for the English translation of Lamarck's
Genera of Shells, c1820 ©London, NHM

Anna Atkins, Dasya
coccinea, 1843-1853,
cyanotype, 26x21 cm
©Paris, Muséum
d'histoire naturelle

Anna Children,

The Waterloo EIm,

27 september 1818,
pencil and scraper,
37.5x27.5cm, ©Royal
Collection Trust/HM King
Charles lll 2024



Annag, a twinkling star
INn The middle of a
scientific constelllation

JOHN WILLIAM
HERSCHEL (1792-1871)
mathematician,
astronomer, chemist

The British
Museum

ANNA ATKINS
(1799-1871)

BRITISH
Advdan

e £y
ITHE ROYAL SOCIETY

ROBERT HUNT
(1807-1887) scientist ~ WILLIAM JACKSON HOOKER

(1785-1865) botanist

KR())‘;:I Botanic Gardens

JOHN GEORGE
CHILDREN (1777-1852)

chimist, mineralogist, Royal )
HENRY FOX TALBOT scientist Botanic Garden
ADAM WHITE (1800-1877) scientific, Edinburgh

(1817-1878) zoologist photography pioneer



EXTENDED CIRCLE

JOHN EDWARD
GRAY
(1800-1875)
zoologist

CHARLES JOHN
GEORGE HATCHETT LUBBOCK
HUMPHRY CUVIER (1765-1847)  (1834-1913)
DAVY (1769-1832) mineralogist  scientist
(1778-1829) naturalist and chemist
chemist

JEAN- el
JACQUES L. &F
AUDUBON b
(1785-1851) % JAMES
artist, ‘5 BRITTEN
naturalist, WILLIAM (1 846-1 924)
ornithologist THOMAS botanist
BRANDE DECIMUS BURTON
(1788-1866) (1800-1881) MICHAEL FARADAY

chemist architect (1791-1847) chemist



Science and female
collaboration

ANNE DIXON (1799-1864)
botanist friend of Anna Atkins,

cyanotype artist

CONSTANCE FOX TALBOT (1811-1880)
first woman ever to take a
photograph, wife of Henry Fox Talbot

Anna Frederica
Brande Hatchett

MARGARET HERSCHEL (1810-1884) Sophia Bliss
botanical artist, wife of John Herschel,

contributed to the « Flora Herscheliana » with 132 Isabella Herschel (]83] -] 893)
botanical specimens from South Africa



WILLIAM GARDINER (1808-1852)

Anna’s herbarium, s
O ‘ IVI n g O rC h Ive JOHN THOMAS IRVINE BOSWELL-SYME

(1822-1888)

e \, botanist
;*mﬁ*“;,fww
e ’“””, . JOHN GILBERT BAKER (1834-1920)

botanist
o ANNA RUSSELL (1807-18746)
botanist
i SOPHIA ELIZABETH GRAY (1812-1907)

v scientific illustrator
«/ 7 ftact e /,-*
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MARTHA MARIA ATWOOD (c.1810-1885) botanist

SAMUEL PICKWORTH WOODWARD (1821 - 1865) geologist and
malacologist

GEORGE MAW (1832-1912) geologist
Anna Atkins - Herbarium « Saxifraga

fridactylites, collected on a top of a wall, Etc.
Oftford, Kent,April 1853, A.A. » ©GLSG/NHM
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BMO000782684
BM001168839
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BM000783890
BM001154415
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BM001168848
BM001194204
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BM001194262
BM001194260
BM001168841
BM001194313
BM001194259
BM001194255
BM001194267
BM001168854
BM001068947
BM001168734
BM001194321
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Epilobium obscurum Schreb.
Epilobium tetragonum I.

Phalaris canariensis L.

Herminium monorchis (L.) R.Br.
Glechoma hederaceal.

Chamerion angustifolium (L.) Holub
Chamerion angustifolium (L.) Holub
Chamerion angustifolium (L.) Holub
Lamium purpureum |.
Brachypodium pinnatum (L.) P.Beauv.
Milium effusum I.

Milium effusum I.

Teucrium chamaedrys L.
Polemonium caeruleum L.

Apium nodiflorum (L.) Lag.

Bidens tripartital.
Helleborusviridis|.

Acer pseudoplatanus|.

Scutellaria galericulata L.

Allium vineale L.

Anthriscus caucalis M.Bieb.
Moneses uniflora(L.) A.Gray
Moneses uniflora (L.) A.Gray
Carduus tenuiflorus Curt

Carex saxatilis L.

Primulaelatior (L.) L.
Elytrigiarepens (L.) Nevski

Glaux maritimalL.

Erigeron borealis (Vierh) Simmons
Phleum arenarium L.

Trifolium arvense L.

Nymphoides peltata (S.G.Gmel.) Kuntze
Puccinellia distans (Jacq.) Parl.
Medicago LupulinaL.

Elatine hexandra (Lapierre) DC.
CarduusnutansL.

Anna Atkins

Joseph Whittaker

Anne Dixon

Anna Atkins

Anna Atkins

James Alexander Brewer
Anna Atkins

Adam White

Henry Kingsley

Anna Atkins

Anna Atkins

Henry Martin Holman
Christopher Edmund Broome
Henry Borron Fielding
Anna Atkins

John Children

Anna Atkins

Anna Atkins

Anna Atkins

John Thomas Irvine Boswell Syme
Anna Atkins

William Jackson Hooker
William Gardiner

Anna Atkins

William Gardiner
James Alexander Brewer
Anne Dixon

Anna Atkins

William Gardiner

anon.

John Children

Anna Atkins

Anna Atkins

Anna Atkins

William Jackson Hooker
Anna Atkin

Extract of the Anna
Atkins' Herbarium
recently rediscovered
showing many
exchange of
botanical specimens
(work in progress)

O©ONHM
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BM001195212
BM001145299
BM001145306
BM001145312
BM001145313
BM001145338
BM001145364
BM001145368
BM000912552
BM001145439
BM001145512
BM001145543
BM001145546
BM001145550
BMO000781017
BM001145578
BM001145583
BM001081684
BM001145626
BM001145628
BM001145679
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NUITITA PAiudLiimn aiil.
Fagopyrum esculentum Moench
Hypericum tetrapterum Fr.
Hypericum humifusum L.
Hypericum calycinum L.
Hypericum calycinum L.
Droseraintermedia Hayne
Viola odoratalL.

Viola lutea Huds.
BrassicaoleraceaL.

Rorippa amphibia(L.) Besser
CochleariaanglicalL.
Crambe maritimalL.
Erysimum cheiranthoides L.
Resedalutea L.

Reseda luteolaL.

Arctostaphylos uva-ursi (L.) Spreng.

Callunavulgaris (L.) Hull
Primulavulgaris Huds.
Lysimachia nummularia L.
Lysimachia tenellaL.
PotentillaargenteaL.

Caviframa ~rarniial

Vviiiialill cuwdiu vvilig
Anna Atkins

John Children

John Children

James Alexander Brewer
Anna Atkins

John Roby

Anna Worsley Russell
Joseph Barnabas French
Anne Dixon

John Banker

Henry Taylor

William Gardiner
Anna Atkins

Henry Kingsley
William Gardiner
Anna Atkins

Anna Atkins

Anna Atkins

Edward Theodore Wise
Daniel Stock

ArnAan

More than 500
specimens found !

©ONHM



Botanical Soriety of London,
Instituted, Wovember 20th, 1836.
75, NEWMAN STREET, OXFORD STREET.
1839.

MERE. MUS. BRIT.

Presivent,
JOHN EDWARD GRAY, Esq., F.R.S. &.

Vice-Pregivents,
J. G. CHILDREN, Esq., V.P,R.S. | D.C. MACREIGHT, M.D,,F.L.S.

Treasurer,
JOHN REYNOLDS, Esq.

@urator,
DANIEL COOPER, Esq., A.LS.

Secretary.
GEORGE E. DENNES, Esq,, F.LS.

®ther Members of the Eouncil,

JouN ANDERsoN, Esq. M.E.S. Josern FREEMAN, Esq.

Francis Bossey, M.D. H. A. MegsoN, M.D. -
‘W. M. CHATTERLEY, Esq. ‘WiLLiam Orp, M.D.
. T. W. Greene, Esq. B.C.L. W. H. Wairs, Esq.
F.H.S. ‘W. H. WiLLsnIRre, M.D.

HERBARIUM MUSEI BRITANNICI

FLORA OF THE BRITISH ISLES
" MRS, ATKINS' HERBARIUM

Hocal Hecretavies,
Mr. W. BaxTer, A.L.S. Botanic G. H. K. TuwaITes, Esq., Bristol,
Garden, Oxford. RoBerTs LEYLAND, Esq., Halifax,
T. BopennawM, Esq., Abbey Fore Gate, Yorkshire.
Shrewsbury. EpwiN Lees., Esq., F.L.8., Dryadville

WWM
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par- M

ERBARIUM MUSE| BRITANNC
THE BRITISH ISLES

Mg. J. A. BREwER, Reigate, Surrey.
James BuckMAN, Esq., Cheltenham.
Mg. Isaac Brown, Hitchin, Herts.
G. H. BeTTs, Esq., M.R.C.S. Watford,

H

C. Conwu, Esq., Pontnewydd, Mon-
mouthshire.

T. J. Dyxe, Esa, M.R.C.S., Merthyr
Tydvil, Gllmorglnlhim.

H. B. FieLping, Esq,, F.L.S., Stodday

Cottage, Worcester.

F. C. Luxis, Esq., Guernsey.

T. B. Savter, M.D. F.L.S. Poole,
Dorsetshire.

M. J. F. SipnEY, EsQ., Cowpen, near
Morpeth, Northumberland.

D. Stock, Esq, Bungay, Suffolk.

Dr. FErDINAND KRAUSS, Cape of
Good Hope.

Joun Knorr, Esq., M.R.C.S., Adelaide

FLORA OF

i, KT WERBARI Lodge, Lancaster. Town, South Australia.
5 ‘W.B. Lums, Ese,, M.R.C.S. Joun J. L Esq., Kingst
=% /";; T Lancashire. Jamaica.
bypuuelOf- T. G. R. Ryranps, Esq., Bewsey MRr. ARTHUR WaLLs, Chelmsford,
House, Warrington. 8ex.
M. H. CoweLt, Esq., Faversham,Kent. | T. B. HaL, Esq, Coggeshall, do.
J. W. HowzLt, Esq., M.R.C.S., Bath.
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Tre Boranicar Sociery oF LonNpon is instituted for
the promotion and diffusion of Botanical Science, by the

« Specimen from Anna Dixon
< formation of an Herbarium ; the exchange of specimens with
S P E C I M E N S Scolopendnum vulgare , other Societies, or with individuals; the reading of original

and other Papers; the formation also of a Library and Mu-

Neighbourhood O.f Ferring, iy A Zﬂffﬁid‘s".‘if‘ii‘é"’s‘Li‘Ié‘Z;“iu‘ipr‘rﬂ.‘if"“‘° s 4
Sussex, Revd. H. Dixon & Mrs
Dixon, 1856 to 1861 ©NHM

Proceedings of the Botanical Society of
London, Darton and Clark, London, 1839,
pPpP.95 + 99-100
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MRS ATKINS' HERBARIUM

CHALLENGES Adiantum Capillus-Veneris, near St lves,
Cornwall, B. Hutchins (2)
Bot. Soc. ©NHM/GLSG



Plant locations and dates can
help to know more about
Anna’s life

« MRS ATKINS' HERBARIUM
Saponaria officinalis, L,
Oftford Palace Gate, Kent
August, 42. A.A. » ©ONHM




HERB. J. T. . BOSWELL-SYME

Presented by F.J. Hanbury, 1932 SPECIMENS COLLECTED

Orchis morio L, IN HALSTEAD PLACE

Halstead Kent, 5-52,
| I
g

Mrs Atkins©ONHM
HERB. J. T. 1. BOSWELL-SYME
Presented by F. J. Hanbury, 1932
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HERB. J. T. 1. BOSWELL-SYME
Presented by F. J. Hanbury, 1932
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©Paris, Museum




CONCLUSION :

WHY NOT A BEAUTIFUL MOVIE ABOUT ANNA ATKINS ¢



fid ! gabrielle_Isg_art
=¥ Halstead (Kent)

END

gabrielle_Isg_art Imagination : Anna Atkins

bathing her cyanotypes 7

©Screenshot Instagram
gabrielle_lsg_art, 2020
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