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Who I am



L’ANGLAISE D’AZUR 
(THE AZURE ENGLISH LADY) 

a fictional biography on 
Anna Atkins  written between 
2017-2019 

Erick Bonnier editor
2019



Writing and experimenting 
cyanotype technique 



Anna Atkins, 
from shadow 
to light

Prof. Larry J. Schaaf, 
Daguerreotype portrait by Mike 
Robinson, Toronto, 2015
©The Talbot Catalogue Raisonné



Research involving art, science and 
botany 



The botanical female eye

Unknown photographer
Mrs Atkins
early 1860s, albumen print, 8.4x5.7cm  
©Nurstead Court Archives

George Adolphus Storey (1834-1919) 
Contemplation 
1859, oil on canvas, 31.9x 41.9 cm
 ©Sheffield Museums 

John Dillwyn Llewelyn (1810-1882) 
Thereza
1853-56, salted paper print, 23.2x19 cm
©Metropolitan Museum of Art



Great predecessors 

HILDEGARDE OF BINGEN 
(1098-1179, German)

ANNA MARIA SYBILLA MERIAN 
(1647-1717, German) 

ELIZABETH BLACKWELL
(1707-1758, British) 

JEANNE BARRET 
(1740-1807, French) 



JOSÉPHINE DE BEAUHARNAIS 
(1763-1814, French)

CHRISTINA ROSSETTI 
(1830-1894, English) 

Invisible 
botanical sisters 
(1) 

GEORGE SAND 
(1804-1876, French)

CLÉMENCE LORTET (1772-1835, French)

AGLAÉ ADANSON 
(1775-1852, French)



EDITH HOLDEN (1871-1920, English) 

MAY MORRIS (1862-1938, English) 
AGNÈS ARBER (1879-1960, English)

BEATRIX POTTER 
(1866-1943, English) 

EMILY DICKINSON 
(1830-1886, American) 

Invisible botanical sisters (2) 



Development of publications 
related to botany, gardening, 
floral symbolism requiring scientific 
and artistic illustrations 



British Algae, from Harvey to Atkins



THE VICTORIAN ERA 
BETWEEN FAITH AND 
SCIENCE

"Whence, in fine, looking to the whole 
kingdom of organic nature, we find that our 
full receiving of its beauty depends first on the 
sensibility and then on the accuracy and 
touchstone faithfulness of the heart in its 
moral judgments (…)”

JOHN RUSKIN, Modern Painters, vol.II, “Of Vital 
Beauty”, Merrill & Baker(1846) c.1870,  p.100

John Everett Millais (1829-1896) Portrait of 
John Ruskin, c.1853-54, oil on canvas, 
78.7x68 cm ©Oxford, Ashmolean Museum 



A RELIGIOUS ERA 

" (…) Above all things, my child, strive to be 
good; pray to God Almighty night and 
morning, begin and end every day of your life 
with your prayers to your Creator, not merely 
repeating the words through form, but offering 
up to Him, indeed, the tribute of a thankful 
heart. Thus you may be sure of securing His 
blessing (endeavouring also always to do what 
is right) without which no situation in life is 
worth having—with which nothing is left to wish 
for. (…)”

Anna Atkins, Memoir of J.G. Children, 1853, p.75-76 
Extract from a letter from J.G. Children to his 
daughter Anna, then aged 9 (1808) 



Charles Allston Collins (1828-1873) 
Convent Thoughts, 1850-51, oil on 
canvas, 84x59 cm ©Oxford, 
Ashmolean Museum 

« We can distinguish and 
analyse up to a certain 
point : there we are 
stopped by that invisible 
and intangible, but 
impassable veil, in which 
the Creator hides his 
operations. »

William Henry Harvey, Manual of the 
British Algae, 1841, introduction, VI. 

MYSTICISM AND BOTANY 



A close relationship between 
father and daughter 

Unknown artist, Anna 
Children, ca 1820, 
pencil, 17.4x14.2 cm 
©Nurstead Court 
Archives

Benjamin 
Rawlinson 
Faulkner, John 
George 
Children, 1826, 
oil on canvas, 
76.2x63.5cm, 
©London, 
National 
Portrait Gallery 

Blue plaque in Tonbridge  & 
dedication of British Algae 
from Anna « to my dearest 
Father this attempt is 
affectionately inscribed » 



AN ARTISTIC TEMPERAMENT

Anna Children, Tridacna gigas, Nature. 
Reduced to ½ the original size, 1823 or 
earlier, graphite and watercolor, 
14.7x19.7cm. No.76 from an album of 
256 original drawings by Anna Children
for the English translation of Lamarck's
Genera of Shells, c1820 ©London, NHM

Anna Children, 
The Waterloo Elm, 
27 september 1818, 
pencil and scraper, 
37.5x27.5cm,  ©Royal 
Collection Trust/HM King 
Charles III 2024

Anna Atkins, Dasya 
coccinea, 1843-1853, 
cyanotype, 26x21 cm 
©Paris, Muséum 
d’histoire naturelle



Anna, a twinkling star 
in the middle of a 
scientific constelllation

HENRY FOX TALBOT 
(1800-1877) scientific, 
photography pioneer 

WILLIAM JACKSON HOOKER 
(1785-1865) botanist

JOHN WILLIAM 
HERSCHEL (1792-1871) 
mathematician, 
astronomer, chemist

JOHN GEORGE 
CHILDREN (1777-1852) 
chimist, mineralogist, 
scientist

ANNA ATKINS 
(1799-1871)

ROBERT HUNT
(1807-1887) scientist

ADAM WHITE
(1817-1878) zoologist



WILLIAM 
THOMAS 
BRANDE
 (1788-1866) 
chemist

JEAN-
JACQUES 
AUDUBON
 (1785-1851) 
artist, 
naturalist, 
ornithologist

HUMPHRY 
DAVY 
(1778-1829) 
chemist

JOHN 
LUBBOCK 
(1834-1913) 
scientist

JAMES 
BRITTEN 
(1846-1924) 
botanist

CHARLES 
HATCHETT 
(1765-1847) 
mineralogist 
and chemist

EXTENDED CIRCLE

GEORGE 
CUVIER 
(1769-1832) 
naturalist

DECIMUS BURTON
 (1800-1881) 
architect

MICHAEL FARADAY
 (1791-1867) chemist

JOHN EDWARD 
GRAY 
(1800-1875) 
zoologist



Science and female 
collaboration

MARGARET HERSCHEL (1810-1884)
 botanical artist, wife of John Herschel, 
contributed to the « Flora Herscheliana » with 132 
botanical specimens from South Africa

Isabella Herschel (1831-1893)

CONSTANCE FOX TALBOT (1811-1880) 
first woman ever to take a 
photograph, wife of Henry Fox Talbot

ANNE DIXON (1799-1864) 
botanist friend of Anna Atkins, 
cyanotype artist

Anna Frederica 
Brande Hatchett

Sophia Bliss



Anna’s herbarium, 
a living archive

WILLIAM GARDINER (1808-1852) 
botanist

JOHN THOMAS IRVINE BOSWELL-SYME 
(1822-1888)
botanist

Anna Atkins -  Herbarium « Saxifraga 
tridactylites, collected on a top of a wall, 
Otford, Kent,April 1853, A.A. » ©GLSG/NHM

ANNA RUSSELL (1807-1876) 
botanist

SOPHIA ELIZABETH GRAY (1812-1907) 
scientific illustrator 

MARTHA MARIA ATWOOD (c.1810-1885) botanist

GEORGE MAW (1832-1912) geologist

SAMUEL PICKWORTH WOODWARD (1821 – 1865) geologist and 
malacologist

JOHN GILBERT BAKER (1834-1920) 
botanist

Etc.



Extract of the Anna 
Atkins’ Herbarium 
recently rediscovered 
showing many 
exchange of 
botanical specimens
(work in progress)

 ©NHM



More than 500 
specimens found !
 
©NHM



SPECIMENS 
EXCHANGES

• Specimen from Anna Dixon
Scolopendrium vulgare, 
Neighbourhood of Ferring, 
Sussex, Revd. H. Dixon & Mrs
Dixon, 1856 to 1861 ©NHM Proceedings of the Botanical Society of 

London, Darton and Clark, London, 1839, 
pp.95 + 99-100 



MRS ATKINS’ HERBARIUM 
Adiantum Capillus-Veneris, near St Ives, 
Cornwall, B. Hutchins (?)
Bot. Soc. ©NHM/GLSG

CHALLENGES 



« MRS ATKINS’ HERBARIUM 
Saponaria officinalis, L, 

Otford Palace Gate, Kent 
August, 42. A.A. » ©NHM

Plant locations and dates can 
help to know more about 
Anna’s life



HERB. J. T. I. BOSWELL-SYME
Presented by F.J. Hanbury, 1932 

Orchis morio L, 
Halstead Kent, 5 – 52, 
Mrs Atkins©NHM

SPECIMENS COLLECTED 
IN HALSTEAD PLACE 



From Botany…to Cyanotype

Rhodomenia laciniata 
©Paris, Museum



CONCLUSION :  

WHY NOT A BEAUTIFUL MOVIE ABOUT ANNA ATKINS ?



END 

©Screenshot Instagram    
gabrielle_lsg_art, 2020
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